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S'pore man, 27, acquitted of sexual assault of vulnerable person on staircase after court finds reasonable
doubt

The case judgement was published on Oct. 9.
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10/10/26, 7:52 PM S'pore man, 27, acquitted of sexual assault of vulnerable person on staircase after court finds reasonable doubt - Mothership....

Warning: This article contains details of alleged sexual assault. Audience discretion is advised.

A 27-year-old man was acquitted of alleged sexual assault involving penetration and outrage of modesty after a judge found

that the prosecution did not prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.

Both charges, which involved a vulnerable person, were alleged to have taken place on Oct. 30, 2024, Justice Kwek Mean Luck

wrote in his judgement published on Oct. 9, 2026.

ADVERTISEMENT

Background

The judgement noted that the 23-year-old complainant, who was around 21 years old during the alleged offence, was diagnosed

with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) as a child.
He was found to be to be extremely weak in verbal skills but relatively better in non-verbal skills and processing speed.

The complainant, who attended a school serving students with autism and intellectual impairment until he was 18, now has a job

which his vocational institute linked him up with.

Prior to Oct. 30, 2024, the accused, who was 25 at the time, did not know the complainant.

Dispute
The judgement stated that at about 10:15pm that day, the accused approached the complainant after seeing him walking and

pushing a bicycle within the estate.

ADVERTISEMENT

They continued their conversation at a nearby bench.
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10/10/26, 7:52 PM S'pore man, 27, acquitted of sexual assault of vulnerable person on staircase after court finds reasonable doubt - Mothership....

The pair left after a while and made their way to a block.

They then took a lift together from the ground floor to level 19 of Block 14 at around 10:23pm, before sitting on the steps of the
level 19 staircase.

At around 10:31pm, they took a lift back to the ground floor and went their separate ways.

According to the judgement, the dispute is regarding what happened at the staircase of level 19.

Prosecution's case

The prosecution argued that according to the complainant's oral testimony, he had seen a bicycle with a punctured tyre at the

carpark, and pushed it as he wanted to throw it at a dustbin.

ADVERTISEMENT

When the accused apparently asked him for the time, the complainant said his phone battery was weak.

The accused then supposedly asked him to sit on a bench to talk, where he asked the complainant several questions, including

whether he was circumcised.

According to the prosecution, the complainant followed the accused to the block, supposedly "because he always says yes and

was scared that [the accused] would do something bad".
They then went to the level 19 staircase, where the accused asked the complainant a second time if he was circumcised.

The prosecution argued that the accused then allegedly committed sexual assault involving penetration and outrage of

modesty of the complainant.

Two prosecution witnesses also testified that the complainant disclosed the sexual offences to them on Nov. 2, 2024, or Nov. 3,
2024.

ADVERTISEMENT
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10/10/26, 7:52 PM S'pore man, 27, acquitted of sexual assault of vulnerable person on staircase after court finds reasonable doubt - Mothership....

Defence's case

As for the defence, the judgement stated that the sole witness was the accused himself.

The accused completely denied the offences, and also denied asking the complainant if he was circumcised, eventually leaving

the bench as he apparently noticed a police car nearby and was afraid of being fined for the vape in his hands.

The accused argued that he walked in the direction furthest away from the police car and claimed the complainant followed

without being asked to do so.

He then supposedly pressed level 19 without looking, before talking to the complainant for no more than five to 10 minutes

before heading down.

Assessment of testimony in light of ASD

Given that the complainant was diagnosed with ASD, the prosecution argued that the court ought to take that into account, and

put forth that the complainant was susceptible to suggestion and had weak social resistance skills.

ADVERTISEMENT

It was also argued that children or juveniles should not be measured by adult standards on how an average adult may be

expected to react.

However, the defence countered that even if the complainant's testimony were to be treated as coming from the equivalent of a

minor, the testimony of a minor should be treated no differently from that of an adult complainant.

The defence added that the test remains the same, namely that the court could only convict the accused on the

uncorroborated testimony of the complainant if his evidence was so reliable or unusually compelling.
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10/10/26, 7:52 PM S'pore man, 27, acquitted of sexual assault of vulnerable person on staircase after court finds reasonable doubt - Mothership....
The judge said that regardless of the complainant’s personal characteristics, his testimony had to be "unusually convincing" if it
was the sole basis for a conviction. However, he said the court could take his ASD into account when assessing how reliable his

evidence was.

Corroboration

In terms of whether there was corroborative evidence such that the complainant's testimony need not be "unusually
convincing", the prosecution submitted that the complainant's testimony was not subject to the “unusually convincing”

standard.

ADVERTISEMENT

They argued that it was independently corroborated by four pieces of evidence.

Firstly, video footage from the lift apparently showed the complainant's reaction immediately following the accused's alleged
sexual assault, rushing into the lift, pressing the "door close" button and holding down the button even as the accused reached
the lift.

This could supposedly be used as independent evidence to assess the veracity of the complainant's testimony.

Secondly, the CCTV footage showed observable changes to the complainant's clothing before and after going to level 19, as
well as the accused and complainant's movements before going up to level 19 and the walking path the complainant took

immediately after leaving Block 14.
This was said to be consistent with the complainant's account.

Thirdly, the accused was also said to have told a Lucas lie that he saw a police car while at Block 14, which the prosecution

argued could serve as independent corroboration of the complainant's testimony.

ADVERTISEMENT

MOV | T

SGX FTSE China A50
Index Futures atonly

US$1.38°¢

Exclusive promotional rate Includes exchange fee.

https://mothership.sg/2026/10/spore-man-acquitted-sexual-assault/ 5/14


https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=6UXNmZV64lsf3oKa88MzWJNsh5oIv-GZTXMAIXcNbAUosY_-8-cmwxotHJBUEC5I4fd0PwCRhBusirXmye4rdDQTxxrGkRNJxjHM_0Tf8M8DMzdjD4jpYRwK4ZLEPLEYgLksbUMlxeAHG0jIFvIpK1XdZjcLk6g45aEM095GbtmCoEVPwge1n1AwBtD72D9AIezkRC5FtxrKHcuUJJz0b3Mpu_Yv_3q7qshIb5zu2oqemt8zHyIt-mn9Cy0jJkFbLHFxWD4d_kE5tqP2rARzZDq7uiWzRCts2o8xzYkNCfMvBKGn7IBPeX1se87lqKwdXKF5aPVzF9mOTaIm5q2o_FkQ-AslCeHykvjLmP1GGXWd7sUw87du411BGIvcskd8z_SA5julkuVoEDi9_W50aaU7M-T4lsd8bve0NnN7QPNJQ7iG0fi77ozkzmncwoLcrSIBy-BQyYfJ3wTJyJpdkSF9XRUVu4kX_dQbGZCty7boicKRpOn_G0mYd6RUcybddHozy-Rc9YkJH5rLkWztqcf0cWT4GbLxgsbPZStiJRHdoyah--fRAtIW0AeOU5Dp4P4etTzCfJkR_J2SR80NUC_R9C6vFfkpAqAk-GdoBYLmUEXDBfpY17CV_o1Q0c9RhveKUvxH7f9vQ0CtlvYyZ6K4lAv4A1AMMOfJ7mvjabPXKgu5DIjp46ClSl7e4GxVzlHv3BfPki9dQ-MN6ZRf4XhclEpApatX_ojGweAedz7vXWhcrMzLtxl_KIkL0oBpgb9zx_A4rKAr38a328YTlgEsf73XX3wA8i0HZFXn2R7wLKO2wEzeJhKMMpcu2BlPr6efJg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lululemon.com.hk%2Fen-sg%2F%3Fcid%3Ddsp_criteo_alwayson_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_showcase-no-cover-dpa-v1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_criteo_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_alwayson%26utm_content%3Dshowcaseno-cover-dpa-v1-401872%26utm_id%3D401872%26cto_pld%3DynXnUYenAQAWt37D1gycYw
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=qxw3lZV64lsf3oKa88MzWJNsh5oIv-GZTXMAIXcNbAUosY_-8-cmwxotHJBUEC5I4fd0PwCRhBusirXmye4rdDQTxxrGkRNJxjHM_0Tf8M8DMzdjD4jpYRwK4ZLEPLEYgLksbUMlxeAHG0jIFvIpK1XdZjcLk6g45aEM095GbtmCoEVPwge1n1AwBtD72D9AIezkRB5reiZnHTrmfEBfMeMEYdMZICjL9VqI-JcKL_JcVstA-LLch4pkoTQgkpG1E6_3M-N5sOZtUeaAEDxZD4p7UGgf_AYFGVsdcl4vB9E2v3NQ7eUrxeo-iS0kCMOgd60n_el3LnA3OjVkEylvolKylzHSzpG16mob1YWQdRyCKXWqyboJUtsKaVVvlXtqXa2BHLIKODdnvVMIEO47Hc4khtnFtSDT_rV5OJEx4tJZaQFjVcRyN88KlwfrUsd2r2jcX-NgM5df9sYyLrnftmHUQIlJLr1TdvfrXAKE__5h0AIWVCWeo05qVIHoC57BPNmn7WRnJGq0XSI9ItxPOl5KAUo6XTKBREjqmy6GnkOOsK-WN91L5RDX4mKKk2cgHbuVVwADTpPGpa1zQj2Wxgmdd8AwUGnWczB6w-AAVoOiY-MzBFswiSLBmJiRzWgRyRtjN2JgWvYJ0IW2UMdUZR4c4rTzHuUY-Sy_c9L8p2OxlopIK6G4t0UTQn2iL8hLB7P5jJjGOEe25q-uqEQJSLMtI7JGlvUrPpKbarCj7pRm5MaKqatXhXKSTIDgjLVsDCmXQ-k0cg79eUQOCNLniQ1uuH4FMGh6HzfeElgXvyXqTDCIA9Bpars98v5ZuObn704iYSlRaY2llAr1RrHE0dhwqss&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lululemon.com.hk%2Fen-sg%2Fp%2Fhotty-hot-high-rise-lined-short-4%2522%2Fprod9250073.html%3Fcid%3Ddsp_criteo_alwayson_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_showcase-no-cover-dpa-v1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_criteo_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_alwayson%26utm_content%3Dshowcaseno-cover-dpa-v1-401872%26utm_id%3D401872%26cto_pld%3D97g4YYenAQAL6INqDagkiw
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=lvdX55V64lsf3oKa88MzWJNsh5oIv-GZTXMAIXcNbAUosY_-8-cmwxotHJBUEC5I4fd0PwCRhBusirXmye4rdDQTxxrGkRNJxjHM_0Tf8M8DMzdjD4jpYRwK4ZLEPLEYgLksbUMlxeAHG0jIFvIpK1XdZjcLk6g45aEM095GbtmCoEVPwge1n1AwBtD72D9AIezkRDI8m4X6XT0MLi4LZZMqqifjYvRdPv7fjwC_z7X6o68uPZtfncGeCNieVYBWlgq59pL463cLxzvVWmiWpuyBwN1mPla2uXMLJtRUHkgNSzPT0cJGtJRi7IqOtiv8dtMAPlJkScB1IsFu3KIXc14hvVtm0KHSw2Hr147WbK0C09-Y7q_zcnh7EVpvKz7h36wCfRp0HcTAa_uVuwb0lHr1wv-t0D5Tr4-Ppsi8ABjYZYsKYKoxptlxPqZGLdAkqo9rHtVcdpZFJ2eI1hu1aXnvtkYAr_VviV5ov80Bx8aAfrOOaojdlLKQWUUlW6Q9aHe7Sfs70i7A9s1hS-RBL83-84SDmeAtoFOKM_jJmJJENK0TPnI9u1IPTU4mXoTsBT8NevgWRytNxU642WJ_jz-6HjSyt-_4iBRX2ID3YiNvLGx2AH4K8iJFJ1PGMpygnk-u-RgrfAwd-O1yrK6T_bNJvwic4oajswU6pZTmmLUHTelUl22A0qngWdOUM_FXRIjGMhaZCvodPHLuW6Ge9Nz6F344sA0t88oLiWAsP_Ldea6_0zrntGKvYtlcKzfZIyIG3O6l_qyGwc9_eHpnjxWr-BuYmmunc3wZc_NRN_Ja71ib1KVFm7Ttniy4b_dFpr_Pjy6iMctNATqnPeqScu7jKD0&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lululemon.com.hk%2Fen-sg%2Fp%2Fwundermost-ultra-soft-nulu-crewneck-cropped-t-shirt%2Fprod11530442.html%3Fcid%3Ddsp_criteo_alwayson_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_showcase-no-cover-dpa-v1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_criteo_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_alwayson%26utm_content%3Dshowcaseno-cover-dpa-v1-401872%26utm_id%3D401872%26cto_pld%3DrFnc5oenAQA3_oWSFBABVg
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=Pjk7P5V64lsf3oKa88MzWJNsh5oIv-GZTXMAIXcNbAUosY_-8-cmwxotHJBUEC5I4fd0PwCRhBusirXmye4rdDQTxxrGkRNJxjHM_0Tf8M8DMzdjD4jpYRwK4ZLEPLEYgLksbUMlxeAHG0jIFvIpK1XdZjcLk6g45aEM095GbtmCoEVPwge1n1AwBtD72D9AIezkRPMIX_P-Kr5u4E4UrlP05AzhpgxKzdCnQAWbzm2jj_1T6Iu0Mc3jF3fnYoesBRMXV1oumS1C3aPWkBgUD8HorRMUUQaqq_e2Aw5ke3In8QXBv9UO63vav_HoHJ4VS5aMJwM8mvs-V8bVCT5iTN0X91mcCTAPrgq0NFtoQVyZpAU4VPwUwQopULppml2TFgvIC2PWec-VHvr3mGTMUzPBq644IrDBfweX6x89-slTO5BnyV8EJXnm4QsZOnVDXUpkeCJ-p816xCCIBnw-AjoDXanwL3KTPJkUeudyDucruWYMqxQ6P5pA-iOfkyhfRO9-F1jMQihhPw_cHGyBXa5hzplsmxkr2Ot5BnhKWd7kQmHX7ml5DW7RfJxhLWo8-xUwF55W09HD_jXq5niHuLky2JRwmGPBlwL_C6CgSCnVM6yvYwSo6-J5HxohebUhqIdNMqj5wwiOQn_8RS_5bRCyBKrLdJlJVauiTf4dlVGvkBsQgMn98uqkLCenO6k3gq2wf-dZ5SaBTVuHDq_qn-pN1YbMwrxWrDxsoZ8C1HSm9HbMg3sJepTOpF4MpDHtMO79XZV_8SZ1BJjg2_kKYtAeY7rIelbKHcRI04m3NqEKZe8uVggziAq6a216BuptZXO5OJaAsynryxEV4w-O1CakAl8&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lululemon.com.hk%2Fen-sg%2Fp%2Fspeed-up-high-rise-short-4%2522-updated%2Fprod11900030.html%3Fcid%3Ddsp_criteo_alwayson_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_showcase-no-cover-dpa-v1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_criteo_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_alwayson%26utm_content%3Dshowcaseno-cover-dpa-v1-401872%26utm_id%3D401872%26cto_pld%3DiDE3O4enAQAFtBa_eMJhrA
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=ZzYIQpV64lsf3oKa88MzWJNsh5oIv-GZTXMAIXcNbAUosY_-8-cmwxotHJBUEC5I4fd0PwCRhBusirXmye4rdDQTxxrGkRNJxjHM_0Tf8M8DMzdjD4jpYRwK4ZLEPLEYgLksbUMlxeAHG0jIFvIpK1XdZjcLk6g45aEM095GbtmCoEVPwge1n1AwBtD72D9AIezkRHGvzLUY5CMuz16dt0D8idsHFp8XGE-IRgmyYS9RNTjRl-wAkTgI-q3BYyHU2I0Cdi5xlvuXfZtlNPddMAK1yr4_JoYUM1srfxAowLt8iP0Sj1KhXWOisUtLlbxU5SOulwEGWQojnKiwBJuM_7mHB7A1kti6yDq4KQyI0h7opiG5kIy5q5LFpdpPXrsNL2DwsmbCoEOgdG18JAqRLhuvYn4M8zjllysaIvXLt8mkRRQ13Rse_e2_C9Wu9Gx32PZe3mQFSZd4D1p5eZWjrBli_v0l_06enRsAhaF0jMKEXJ9owMq4ouioVT7MnfI1btGrOGiBzaxOlcVfiksPfS3NYPkPraeB4wC8XQoPXm_FSWa0iD23T5jXqwp29GHjJzwSxBnCEOCCBJomT8zMF4QrIzu1rG54KSaJHFZJFhT3az8RndTamWUIeVqv5hscaI86ub7weCBk_z3Ly00B4u8CdMyrqOKtR95HoNyK9bFYslDYeD5uVBhz9Zqmwo6qJWPD4FAdU0l4ltYENKP5lTN9kbO6x4KrmYomprpLXVyagaeXivBIRHEJySR_JCWaDkmCB9OXbjtvw9cyo7iMnvjBbu8AJMD-gpO0urL_VYJ02UOY1En96KVuUPzWR8Ux8FMab7R3Sf6NOZEBk4ZXacjz4xo&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lululemon.com.hk%2Fen-sg%2Fp%2Fall-yours-organic-cotton-blend-cropped-t-shirt%2Fprod20002095.html%3Fcid%3Ddsp_criteo_alwayson_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_showcase-no-cover-dpa-v1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_criteo_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_alwayson%26utm_content%3Dshowcaseno-cover-dpa-v1-401872%26utm_id%3D401872%26cto_pld%3DomgNyIenAQD1B_f5oxy6og
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=xlff3pV64lsf3oKa88MzWJNsh5oIv-GZTXMAIXcNbAUosY_-8-cmwxotHJBUEC5I4fd0PwCRhBusirXmye4rdDQTxxrGkRNJxjHM_0Tf8M8DMzdjD4jpYRwK4ZLEPLEYgLksbUMlxeAHG0jIFvIpK1XdZjcLk6g45aEM095GbtmCoEVPwge1n1AwBtD72D9AIezkRM5M0-dD7VxaTJEHtw6ng1JA6OPD1wFlXwfay4lGz3iW038NAvH9ErYX-pF8yUtf_zC0389n04_mGdse9_Dl3AJQIuD4WNgeAAf_Jx6X0AOpkybJ_mb1J5IjITUoUcd2mCYT_Y1ojBu-uElH2xZtFnnuW8g8bIu1bdelhQmoet_Ax8B2I13Zr1klio0S6BDtWIsgWzaLaajzH1X3bBV9z9w3DC1zxS9f4cu88gnBNOVqQEK9rtXXUr2fy7JJzo3WbU7bAEEHy0DLyq5VfFzVEK-SjTANeXVDVyy9NfDU5qG9gD4pmNLsc0VkfqwYX0bl11XYWEKlEu1TGRSwLl1rXIacnkRT9l72zgg097gsfb_LCbK-VY-v-8v_qabWB8l0U3IBX4HGwmmr1svGUWKY4XhShU-08GP-PFDc0_8kMsDqlfZ3viOh1rA8NW13DuMyLUG6s0HlRBtGCaJIj6WUdWBYok3m0wJD-FEWaqqlQI78NTDPzevpB45Eby5zE77M3fOis7g-rzYQ6ZHhHq2mUNPCOUM7jTya0Gu-pIgXNpCr6dbkgG4yZjMpoMKAb-9n4JtcCuDTadiRDEfpLkRs3eTnJtCdLZea-R2gphsUj3wKeesetSaY8XO7ak87wA_phVwyHR48Y9ZgLp6ZFtTJtgI&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lululemon.com.hk%2Fen-sg%2Fp%2Flittle-jersey-tee%2Fl2rf8ti2c1.html%3Fcid%3Ddsp_criteo_alwayson_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_showcase-no-cover-dpa-v1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_criteo_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_alwayson%26utm_content%3Dshowcaseno-cover-dpa-v1-401872%26utm_id%3D401872%26cto_pld%3DYMN_5IenAQCLj059hdqYYw
https://cat.sg1.as.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=5Z6X_5V64lsf3oKa88MzWJNsh5oIv-GZTXMAIXcNbAUosY_-8-cmwxotHJBUEC5I4fd0PwCRhBusirXmye4rdDQTxxrGkRNJxjHM_0Tf8M8DMzdjD4jpYRwK4ZLEPLEYgLksbUMlxeAHG0jIFvIpK1XdZjcLk6g45aEM095GbtmCoEVPwge1n1AwBtD72D9AIezkRKWexaE9YPnPkJ1UztRZzPZFu3LXJBcd3lE9DY2lWzIPjo3fj_TlClwSc1jxSHrUMMQBQ9XomCjDYpXtSC1kecp0zcbicX8j0YIuBZgUydmBQjNiupsXF1oY86wYyyGE1ROHB0D8INtW42jjuR07fbFqf4Io0O3Xx057rS_BSYV2yBDuyM999kWhJMnZvGTzgXGks--1ilMklB-N4CpfRCouUyNQn0vcijtEpiqDgjQf1I1mz0uHcsWrwZuMMfjoQr1u0dkxml7kJV7gnvbj_I0Cm0sxPmDwVUBxAw6urFMnH2bibuBCG85P4CeDuLg5lCPNQUT0eo_k6HNe8DLCoHwmGu9GcZC6gIF2JbRMN30khQ3kgoyOqbwvRl6d5YrA_zfpR5IZSCKhxzB-qqEUACfB_V1LzqXTa4kWr-4WlFBsOZOJO6t3zwvJH2IdIOju5n5LSLF8nKtf7CLneTQELYwRIsU32A74gXwwRE8HYI12ZmnO0AnlD86QOuXBaJJt3e3UQf6K069G9s8cux-CPe2ZoMR4s6J_ze3mbvEsMd77_quVj8m49UYpYxrpASwzN5vtUFcC7l3QXafhT1PALP7r2YvLEEAlwsw0DEYpVH6lAzCv9uoVOOvP1itFAjr2Z9AhHxGfsz-EGlnbLxvwBZ8&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lululemon.com.hk%2Fen-sg%2Fp%2Fshake-it-out-high-rise-running-short-2.5%2522%2Fprod11860112.html%3Fcid%3Ddsp_criteo_alwayson_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_showcase-no-cover-dpa-v1%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_campaign%3Ddsp_criteo_lower_dm_en-sg_a_retargeting-p120dpurchasers_alwayson_alwayson%26utm_content%3Dshowcaseno-cover-dpa-v1-401872%26utm_id%3D401872%26cto_pld%3D_sV9x4enAQAlMZaJfSd8oA
https://privacy.as.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=QHyG8KRaPSJ4Yyn9DcmM8vf7Je40xTYzlMlPuJd_DKr8AfKwSutGytXLZqR2PbLX8UahkwjUv_cQNZat-4W7fh9nqMfwkAJCTWzrf0O2kCphHFxc3Kt5W5iV4terZZDtwKvJRYxU8KvxE4tSqOuinyAtTV1Cn0Trqn63PLZhIq03Ljhx
https://ap-northeast-1.event.prod.bidr.io/log/clk/rp?ai=ChIIr6u7ogsQkQEY_9-oq7GvlwMSDwoDZHNwEHMYgccCIMGNChoCcnA49pUfQMBISAFSAnJwYAB6RAoSCAMQARACEAMQBBAFEAYQBxAIEgQIBhABEgQICBABEgQIBRABEgQIAxABEgQIARABEgQIAhABEgQIBBABEgQIBxAB&audit_flag_wp=44592774ED8AC769&audit_flag_wp=1.05&inv_clk_trkr=https%3A%2F%2Fbeacon-nf-sin1.rubiconproject.com%2Fbeacon%2Fv3%2Ft%2Fsin1%2F0%2F597e8c82-be35-46d9-9994-344e126aeb78%2F&dest=https%3a%2f%2fwww.phillipnova.com.sg%2fpromotion%2ftrade-sgx-asian-index-futures-from-as-low-as-0-98%2f%3futm_source%3dprogrammatic%26utm_medium%3dBanner%26utm_campaign%3dSGXIndices%26utm_content%3dPFSG
https://ap-northeast-1.event.prod.bidr.io/log/clk/rp?ai=ChIIr6u7ogsQkQEY_9-oq7GvlwMSDwoDZHNwEHMYgccCIMGNChoCcnA49pUfQMBISAFSAnJwYAB6RAoSCAMQARACEAMQBBAFEAYQBxAIEgQIBhABEgQICBABEgQIBRABEgQIAxABEgQIARABEgQIAhABEgQIBBABEgQIBxAB&audit_flag_wp=44592774ED8AC769&audit_flag_wp=1.05&inv_clk_trkr=https%3A%2F%2Fbeacon-nf-sin1.rubiconproject.com%2Fbeacon%2Fv3%2Ft%2Fsin1%2F0%2F597e8c82-be35-46d9-9994-344e126aeb78%2F&dest=https%3a%2f%2fwww.phillipnova.com.sg%2fpromotion%2ftrade-sgx-asian-index-futures-from-as-low-as-0-98%2f%3futm_source%3dprogrammatic%26utm_medium%3dBanner%26utm_campaign%3dSGXIndices%26utm_content%3dPFSG

10/10/26, 7:52 PM S'pore man, 27, acquitted of sexual assault of vulnerable person on staircase after court finds reasonable doubt - Mothership....

A Lucas lie is a deliberate lie on a material issue, out of fear of the truth, and clearly shown to be false by independent evidence.

Lastly, the complainant was also said to have told witnesses about the alleged sexual assault within days of it happening, and

filed a police report, this was said to serve as corroborative evidence.

However, the judge was unable to agree with the prosecution that the complainant's testimony was independently

corroborated by the four pieces of evidence.

While the judge accepted that the complainant hurrying into the lift and pressing the "door close" button seemed consistent

with his account, the judge said the complainant’s behaviour in the lift afterwards did not suggest fear.

He chatted with the accused, did not shrink away when the accused tapped his shoulder, and initiated a handshake before they
left.

While the absence of visible fear is not determinative, the judge said, the footage does not corroborate "his version of events".

ADVERTISEMENT

As for the changes in clothing appearance, the judge did not find that much weight could be placed as there could be "a variety

of reasons" why the complainant's shirt was half-wedged in.

"For example, it is plausible that the shirt is wedged in as such because of how [the complainant] sat down and moved up when

leaving the stairs."

As for the Lucas lie, the judge noted that evidence showed no such police car, but did not find that the accused had lied

deliberately.

When asked during cross-examination why he thought that the car he saw was a police car, the accused testified that the car he

saw was a "white car”.

He had a vape in his hands, so he took a "glance", thought it was a police car, and left.

The judge also accepted that the complainant had made complaints to two people shortly after the incident, and accepted that

these two were "truthful witnesses" with no motive to falsely implicate the accused.

ADVERTISEMENT
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However, the judge said that complaints made subsequent to the alleged incident will not be given much weight by the court
due to their "non-independent and self-serving nature”, even if they constitute liberal corroboration, and will not dispense with

the requirement for unusually convincing testimony.

Beyond reasonable doubt

The judge found the complainant to not be an unusually convincing witness, with reasonable doubt arising from the

prosecution's case.

He considered several reasons together. Based on measurements of the staircase and the two men, he found it difficult to see
how the penetration offence could have taken place considering the gap between them, and the positions the complainant

described, though he did not find it physically impossible.

The complainant had also told the police four times that the accused pulled down his clothes, but said in court that he did it

himself.

CCTV footage also showed he collected his bicycle, contradicting what he told police three times, that he ran home

immediately.
In contrast, the judge did not find material inconsistencies in the defence's case.

In closing, the judge agreed with the prosecution that there did not appear to be any reason why the complainant would be

motivated to falsely implicate the accused.

He, however, noted that the absence of motive is not sufficient for the case against the accused to be proved beyond a

reasonable doubt.

He acquitted the accused of the two charges.
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10/10/26, 7:52 PM S'pore man, 27, acquitted of sexual assault of vulnerable person on staircase after court finds reasonable doubt - Mothership....

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Telegram to get the latest updates.
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